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CREATING A PORTAPORTAL ACCOUNT 
 
To aid in Webquest researching exercises, I suggest that you start by 
creating a PortaPortal page.  PortaPortal is a website that allows you to 
archive other websites.  It is very useful when students are doing online 
research.  It guides their searching process and saves a lot of time.  If you 
want to get an idea of what a finished PortaPortal page looks like you can 
visit mine: http://guest.portaportal.com/jleveine. 
 
To set a PortaPortal page up go to the following site: 
http://www.portaportal.com.  On this page you will have to establish a 
sign-in/login account.  I recommend that you do not personalize your login 
name, as it will be part of the web address that your students will use to 
access the site.   Find as many credible, kid-friendly sites that are relevant 
to the subject area or topics, and add them to specific categories on your 
PortaPortal page.  You can always reference mine to get a clearer idea of 
what it looks like.  You are free to copy some of the links from my page and 
add them to yours as well. 
 
One thing to make a note of is that you have to add categories.  Click on 

the category icon  and type in the categories that you want.  If you 
choose to use mine as reference, notice that my categories are: 
Evaluation & Plagiarism Sites, Webquest Samples, Searching on 
the Internet, etc.  If you wish to delete a category click on the Delete A 

Category icon . 

 The edit symbol allows you to edit the Title or URL address of 
a web site. 

 The add symbol allows you to add more URL addresses under 
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that specific category. 

 The add folder icon, allows you to add subfolders within the 
chosen category. 

 
A sample category with Titles and URL addresses should look like the 
following: 

 
 
Click on Save Changes to update any changes that were made to your 
page. 
 
Another thing to make a note of is that you can change your options of 
what you want your page to look like using the preferences button within 

the PortaPortal page . In the preferences, I suggest that you allow 
guest access next to the access rights preference and check off the box 
that says: Open Links in a new window.  Refer to my preference page on 
the next page to get an idea: 
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Enter in your own Guest Window Title and Guest Greeting.   You have to 
click on the button on the bottom that says "Change User Preferences" to 
update your page. 
 
Once you have finished populating and updating your PortaPortal page, 
and user access is allowed, students will access your PortaPortal page by 
typing in this sample URL: http://guest.portaportal.com/yourloginname.  
My login name is jleveine.  This is why my address ends in jleveine.   


